
Tena koutou
We're stoked to have been able to hold an official launch for Ika Rere this morning. With a high degree of
public interest, as well as an ongoing need to manage within the new covid protection framework, we had to
make this event a fair bit smaller than we would have liked - nevertheless, it was important to recognise a
pretty cool milestone for our little company and Wellington.
This milestone sees our sea trials come to an end, where we have been proving all the major systems of the
new vessel in order to gain sign-off and certification from Maritime NZ. We have a final few tasks left to
complete in order to gain our survey certificate early in the new year, and have the boat then handed over to
East By West from our boatbuilder; Wellington Electric Boat Building Company.
Ika Rere will then move into a commissioning phase, where our skippers and crew can come to grips with
the new boat, progressively learning & understanding its performance in the variety of Wellington conditions,
and training all of our skippers & crew. Commissioning is a methodical and deliberate process that will
happen over 2-3 months, and on completion will see Ika Rere officially introduced into scheduled service.
Throughout commissioning, we'll be substituting Ika Rere for our existing ferries periodically, to help us
assess all of our operational requirements. 
As Ika Rere is built a little more like America's Cup yachts than our traditional ferries, our public sailings in
commissioning will start infrequently and in fine weather, and then with greater regularity and across
conditions as we move through the process, gaining comfort and certainty as we go. We anticipate being
able to place Ika Rere into the schedule permanently prior to the end of March 2022.
As we work through commissioning, we're looking to get some information up on our website, so you can
see where things are at - and we'll look to communicate our public sailings via email and Facebook. Once
you can get on board, we're always keen to receive feedback, but even more so about Ika Rere. Please feel
free to chat to the team, drop into the office, send us an email, and share your experience on social media -
and help us to get the next boat underway!
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On a seperate note, please see below our Christmas schedule:
Christmas Day: No services running

26th December 2021 - 9th January 2022: Weekend timetable (including Harbour Explorer trips on fine days)
10th January 2022: Regular weekday timetable resumes

 

The team at East by West Ferries would like to wish you all a safe and fun Christmas and New Years period.


